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DEFUND HPS AND AND THE PROTESTS AT CITY HALL 


No housing, no peace! No crazy police! 
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ARISSA VANDEBURGT 
JUNIOR REPORTER 


On November 23 a group of protesters under the 
name Defund HPS (defund Hamilton Police Services) gath- 
ered at City Hall downtown and set up tents for an indefinite 
stay. 

To provide a bit of backstory, Hamilton right now is 
facing one of its largest housing crises ever and with winter 
coming and Covid in the mix, homeless people, as well as 
those with a very low income, are living in a very precari- 
ous situation. Rental costs are rising throughout the city and 
there is no new housing specifically geared to people who 
can’t afford the higher rents. Shelters are full and turning 
away people, leaving them with nowhere to stay except for 
tent encampments scattered around the city. The largest 
tent city on Ferguson Street, just off of Barton Street, was 
taken down on October 15 after the city issued a release say- 
ing they would help find shelter or permanent housing for 
everyone. The problem is that there simply aren't enough 
beds for the hundreds of homeless who were living there. 
About 20 new tent encampments have popped up in the last 
while, but tents simply aren’t good enough with our cold Ca- 
nadian winters. 

Defund HPS is a bunch of young people, who, fol- 
lowing the events of this summer with Black Lives Matter 
and the rallying cry of “defund the police” have taken that 
one step farther. Their hope is that with the defunding of po- 
lice, the money that came from that budget can go towards 
social services like helping to make more affordable housing 
for those who need it. The Hamilton police budget has been 
set at $171 million this year. In comparison, the money al- 
located towards housing is about $5 million a year. The pro- 
testors propose cutting the police budget in half by taking 
the money that’s dedicated to buying new equipment such as 
more technologically advanced vehicles or weapons, as well 
as cutting salaries of police officers. This money would go to 
making more emergency beds and safe shelters available. 

Defund HPS has set up their own tent encamp- 
ment, named Freedom Camp, in front of City Hall to raise 
awareness for this. Freedom Camp is decorated with side- 
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walk chalk messages of hope, as well as posters announcing 
their support of black, trans and Indigenous rights. A medic 
tent is one of the central establishments in the camp, as a 
place for sick or hurt protesters and homeless people to go to 
for help. Everyone else has set up personal tents, lawn chairs 
and sleeping areas in front of the giant light up Hamilton 
sign. They plan on staying there until their demands are met 
by the mayor. Their demands are as follows: 

“We call on the City of Hamilton to defund the Hamilton 
police. 

We call on the City of Hamilton to invest the tax dollars that 
would have otherwise gone to the police towards initiatives 
fighting against food insecurity, racism and towards more 
affordable housing and other social services. 

We call on the City of Hamilton to ensure that HPS are not 
ticketing homeless people for existing in public.” 

They have promised to stay put until these de- 
mands are met or until they are forcibly removed. On Sun- 
day, November 29 they were told to leave City Hall by mid- 
night, or the police would come by and make them leave. 
They refused to leave and so Monday morning at 9:00am, 
the police came in, taking tents down and removing people's 
personal belongings. This didn’t stop the protestors for long 
though and they came back with a vengeance. 

On Monday November 30, they took a coffin and 
filled it with a bed of roses. On top of the roses they put three 
naloxone kits, which are used to treat overdoses. They placed 
the coffin in front of Fred Eisenberger’s (the mayor of Ham- 
ilton) house. A vigil was held there for the many homeless 
people who have died, saying “Fred Eisenberger has blood 
on his hands.” Maybe if these people had had homes to re- 
turn to, they would still be alive, but without the safety of a 
roof over their heads, many of them didn’t stand a chance 
on the streets. After this display they returned to City Hall to 
continue with their protest, this time calling for the mayor to 
come meet them in public to talk about how he plans to fix 
this issue. 

The mayor hasn’t responded to this demand 
though. After the coffin was placed in front of his house he 
said that the group was just interested in “confrontation 
instead of conversation.” He refuses to meet the group in 
public and hasn't shown any inclination to make changes to 
the housing policies in place. The group has received several 
invitations from the mayor and other councillors to meet 
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privately with one or two people, but they refuse to do that. 
They say that while some of them have experienced home- 
lessness, their experience can’t speak for the experience of 
all homeless people in their group, and so a private meeting 
wouldn't help anyone and wouldn’t hold the mayor account- 
able. 

On Tuesday the group staged a sit in at City Hall and 18 
members of the group were arrested for trespassing. Tickets 
were given to others as they were led out of the building. 
All of this was captured on video and put onto social media 
platforms with the invite for others to step in and join. That 
wasn’t the only thing caught on video that night though. As 
one police officer stepped in to arrest a peacefully protest- 
ing Indigenous youth he joked with a fellow officer “What 
are the odds I’m going to end up killing one of em’ tonight? 
50/50?” It’s because of jokes like these that so many people 
over the past few years have become so invested in defund- 
ing the police. 

Authors, artists, church groups and many others through- 
out the city are releasing statements of support for what this 
group is doing in their fight for justice and equality. Any and 
all supporters are welcome to show up in support of this 
cause at City Hall with the promise of following Covid rules 
of course, Different forms of entertainment, such as kara- 
oke, speeches by social activists and presentations of various 
kinds are scheduled at all hours of the day (or night!) so if 
this is a cause you feel convicted by, there is always room for 
more supporters. 


To stay in touch with this ongoing battle: 
www.defundhps.com 

Instagram: @defundhps @hamiltoncivic 
Twitter: @ DefundHPS @DesmondCole 


For more info on organizations working to support low in- 
come housing: 

Indwell 

Good Shepherd 
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Chat with Nat 


A Letter from the Editor 


We made it a whole semester! As I was preparing to put this newspaper to- 
gether with my team, I started to get excited to shove this in your mailbox, because I amy te 
wasn’t sure if we would be putting out a paper copy this year, and so far we’ve done one Soa — 12 — 
and this will be the second one this semester and that’s really exciting as the Editor- en a a f 
in-Chief of the Crown this year. I was one of the many that doubted we would still be ¥ aie en ie a 
here, and as each day crept by, the idea that we weren’t being sent home became a little FS ae oe 6.7 2 ik i 
bit more real. So, congratulations Redeemer, we did it. ee 
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I always struggle to get into the Christmas spirit when there are more papers 
due than I feel like I have time to write, and exams looming. This year is no different, 
especially as we prepare for a Christmas like one, we’ve never experienced before. Re- 
gardless of how we choose to safely have Christmas this year with those we love, would 
we be reminded of the love of the Father in this time, and the celebration of Jesus’s 
birth. There’s lots to be celebrated, even if it looks different. 


I pray that this Christmas season is full of lots of joy and peace for you as 
you finish up the exams and head home to spend time with family during this season. 
We've all worked incredibly hard to get here, and it’s time to breathe (once exams are 
over, of course) and finally get some much needed sleep. Congratulations on the first 
semester of this year, done in what some might say against all odds to be here in per- RESIDENCE: 
son. And with that, I say Merry Christmas, Redeemer. 

LIFE 


Peace be with you, always. 


Nat 
CONTACT: 
oy es The opinions expressed in the Crown are not necessarily those of The Crown is published by students four times per academic year 

bias searh A i Redeemer University College's student body, faculty, or administration. and is funded by the students of Redeemer University College 
c/o Redeemer University College as well as by advertising, but is dedicated to the broader college community. 
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First Semester Reflections 
Update from Student Senate 


HELANA MULDER 
VICE PRESIDENT OF COMMUNICATIONS 


Hello from The Student Senate! 


I truly can’t believe that it is nearing the end of 
the fall semester; it seems like just yesterday I was walk- 
ing to my first day of classes, excited for the semester. 
This time of year is crazy and busy and emotional; re- 
member to take time to breathe, rest, and listen to some 
Pentatonix Christmas music. 


I wanted to take this space to provide an up- 
date about two main items from the Student Senate. 
The first is about the results from the Student Opinion 
survey that we sent out a few weeks ago. The objective 
of this survey was to hear student voices on the decision 
to cancel the winter semester's reading break. We put 
out this survey and we received 390 participants. As a 
result of the meetings we have had with the administra- 
tion about the survey, we have decided to put forward a 
formal resolution, stating our stance on these changes 
as student representatives. We wanted to thank the stu- 
dents for their participation and feedback, and we hope 
you will take a minute to read our resolution on the Re- 
deemer Students website. 


Interested in writing for us? 


Another exciting update from the Senate is 
about our new event coming in the winter semester! 
As you might have heard about or seen on Instagram, 
The Student Senate is hosting its first ever “Lion’s Den.” 
Lion’s Den, Redeemer’s version of Dragon’s Den, is an 
event that will be an opportunity for students to present 
ideas and projects to the Senate. The projects can range 
from recreational projects or activities, to projects that 
will enhance the student experience. If we like your idea 
The Student Senate will fund the project! 


This event will crave creativity. We want to 
hear your most innovative and imaginative ideas. Pre- 
tend that you are actually going to pitch this idea to those 
stone cold Dragons. Pretend that I am Kevin O'Leary, 
ready to use my outrageous amount of money on your 
project. Don’t be afraid to pitch a big idea - those kinds 
of projects are exactly what we want to hear about! Take 
some time during the Christmas break to think about 
what kind of change or new project you'd like to see at 
Redeemer and start planning your pitch! 


Email us at thecrown@redeemer.ca 
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Advent in 2020 


Returning to the Reason for the Season 


CORRINA SERVOS 
SENIOR REPORTER 


As we head into a new Christmas season that 
looks unlike any Christmas we've seen before, it is good 
to remind ourselves of what is really important during the 
holiday season. Between the holiday restrictions, present- 
buying stress, and the end of another university exam sea- 
son, it might be difficult for some of us to focus on the real 
reason for the Christmas season. Most of us should be fa- 
miliar with Advent and the traditions our churches have: 
the reading of scripture on Sunday mornings, the light- 
ing of candles, the songs that reflect on the meaning of 
Christmas. But Advent is more than just lighting candles 
and reading select passages in scripture: it is a representa- 
tive of the anticipation of the coming of the Messiah in the 
Bible, our anticipation of Christ’s second coming, and the 
response that we should have now. 


In 2020, Advent begins on Sunday, November 
29, and ends on Thursday, December 24.1 Generally, the 
first two Sundays of Advent focus on the second coming of 
Christ, and the last two Sundays of Advent focus on the first 
coming of Christ. One candle is lit each week, and these 
candles typically symbolize “hope, faith, joy and peace.”2 
Often, a fifth white candle is lit after the other four to sym- 
bolize Jesus’ birth. The lighting of these candles is accom- 
panied by scripture readings and a reflection of the birth 
and second return of Christ. Below are small weekly read- 
ings for this Christmas advent, as well as reflections on the 
specific symbols of each week. 


Week One: Hope 

Isaiah 9: 2, 6-7: “The people walking in darkness have seen 
a great light; on those living in the land of deep darkness 
a light has dawned... For to us a child is born, to us a son 
is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And 
he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Ev- 
erlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the greatness of his 
government and peace there will be no end. He will reign 
on David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and 
upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time 
on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accom- 
plish this.” 


This Sunday of Advent focuses on the hope that we as 
Christians have for the second coming of Christ. We have 
a hope which is not limited to the circumstances that we 
are in, and during this very different Christmas season we 
should strive to be remembering the hope that we have in 
Jesus. Jesus came into this world to give a forever hope 
to a people who were living in darkness. He came to give 
eternal life and to give us a bridge between us and God so 
that we would have the opportunity to be with Him forever. 
What a great hope that is! This aspect of Christmas may 
sometimes be lost in the lights, wrapping paper and tradi- 
tions, but the real meaning of Christmas lies in the hope 
which Christ has given to us. 


Week Two: Faith and Preparation 


Isaiah 40: 3-5: “A voice of one calling: ‘In the wilderness 
prepare the way for the Lord; make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God. Every valley shall be raised up, every 
mountain and hill made low; the rough ground shall be- 
come level, the rugged places a plain. And the glory of the 
Lord will be revealed, and all people will see it together. For 
the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 


This Sunday of Advent focuses on faith. It’s easy to read 
these words that promise the return of the Lord, but it is an- 
other thing to have complete faith in what these words are 
saying. This passage speaks to the power of God, and also 
to the response that we should have. In faith, we are called 
to prepare the way for the return of Christ and to wait for 
the glory of the Lord to be revealed. As Christians, we are 
not called to sit idly by and just wait for the return of Christ. 
We are called to be in a time of preparation: readying our- 
selves and spreading the good news of the gospel. This last 
line: “for the mouth of the Lord has spoken,” shows that 
all of these things should be believed as totally and com- 
pletely true, just because God spoke them. Josiah Bokma 
references Dutch theologian Henri Nouwen, who says “The 
spiritual life is a life in which we wait, actively present to 
the moment and trusting that new things will happen to 
us, new things that are far beyond our own imagination, 
fantasy or prediction.” This kind of faith and anticipation 
is what we should have as we wait for the return of Christ. 


Week Three: Joy 

Matthew 2:10-11: “When they saw the star, they were over- 
joyed. On coming to the house, they saw the child with his 
mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. 
Then they opened their treasures and presented him with 
gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.” 


What would Christmas look like if we had the same kind of 
joy as the wise men when they saw Jesus? This is the kind 
of awe that we should have when we think about everything 
that Christmas represents. These wise men arrived in front 
of the small, seemingly insignificant child that was Jesus, 
and gave him the kind of honour that was reserved for rul- 
ers and kings. The wise men knew and realized what so 
many of us forget these days: that Jesus Christ was God in- 
carnate, that he was worthy of all the praise and adoration 
that they could give, and that his arrival was something to 
be extremely joyful about. How many of us get lost in the 
stress and commercialization of Christmas so that we lose 
the joy that it should be? Christmas was never intended to 
be about how many presents were under the tree or how 
many family members were coming to Christmas dinner. 
Christmas was supposed to be a day to celebrate and wor- 
ship the coming of Jesus into the world and all that that 
meant for humanity. A challenge for this Christmas would 
be to get back focussing on the real reason for celebrating. 
If we had the same responses as these wise men, the joy of 
Christmas could not be dimmed by any pandemic. 


Week Four: Peace 

John 3: 16-19 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world 
to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 


Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever 
does not believe stands condemned already because they 
have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.” 


Jesus came into the world to become the sacrifice that was 
needed to reconcile us to God. In doing so, He gave a way 
for us to have eternal life so that we would no longer stand 
condemned because of our sin. The ripple effect that Jesus’ 
birth has had on humanity has been enormous throughout 
the ages, and because of this, we are able to have peace. A 
peace that says that we are no longer separated from God, 
and that we are able to be in right relationship with Him. A 
peace that means that we have hope beyond anything this 
world can offer if we believe that our sins have been forgiv- 
en in Jesus. When faced with the peace that comes because 
of this knowledge, Christmas becomes a much bigger deal. 


Christmas Eve 
John 1; 14: “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling 
among us.” 


This Christmas Eve, reflect on what it means for the Son 
of God to become human and live among us. God loved 
us enough to become human and to become the sacrifice 
required for our sins. Christmas symbolizes all of these 
things, and it is important for us to focus on the literal rea- 
son for the seasoii. 


Josiah Bokma, Redeemer’s chaplain, says this about cel- 
ebrating Advent as a university student: “Sometimes, the 
messaging students get is that you can or must change 
the world. This sounds great, but it isn’t biblical and ac- 
tually can move us to despair, as we realize that we can't. 
Advent gives us tremendous hope as we realize that Jesus 
already changed the world, is changing it, and will com- 
pletely transform it when he returns. The pressure is not 
on us. We play our part, but He takes the lead...Advent 
invites us to learn patience and expectant faith. We're not 
naturally good at that.” Reflecting on this statement should 
remind us that Christmas and Advent are not about us, but 
are about Jesus and the work that he is doing in us and in 
the world. 


The Christmas lights and traditions aren’t going anywhere. 
But especially this year, a challenge for all of us would be 
to look past the fancy gifts and bows to the real meaning of 
Christmas. The joy of Christmas should not be dimmed just 
because the circumstances look different than they have in 
past years. The world may be involved in a global pandem- 
ic, but the hope and joy we have in Jesus’ birth should be no 
different. Let hope, faith, joy and peace be prevalent in this 
Christmas season, and remember that Jesus is the reason 
for the Christmas season. 


References: 

Holcomb, J. (2020, November 06). What is Advent? Re- 
trieved December 02, 2020, from https://www.christian- 
ity.com/christian-life/christmas/what-is-advent.html 
Holcomb, J. (2020, November 06). What is Advent? Re- 
trieved December 02, 2020, from https://www.christian- 
ity.com/christian-life/christmas/what-is-advent.html 
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What your favourite crying spot says about you 
A comprehensive guide to face coverings 


MAGGIE FORD 
GUEST WRITER 


Disclaimer: This article discusses the stresses and pres- 
sures of student life, all in good fun. For more information 
and to find support, please visit the Campus Health and 
Safety page on the Redeemer University website. 


With exam season coming up, what better time 
than now to share about the best crying places on campus. 
And more importantly, what your favourite campus crying 
place says about you! 


First, the Art Gallery. If you like to go to the art 
gallery to let out your sobs, then you are bold and un- 
ashamed. Good for you! Though the Art Gallery is nice and 
dark, it is also a big, open space, so of course, your whim- 
pers will echo throughout the building. But if you are one 
for the theatrics, the Art Gallery is definitely the place for 
you! 


Maybe you have a busy class schedule, with many 
back-to-back classes. Then, you might like to cry in the 
Teaching Garden. If Whaley Teaching Garden is your go-to 
spot, then you crave serenity and calmness. Maybe for you, 


@talesofdorm28 


crying really is a nice release. If not, maybe you struggle be- 
tween fight or flight when you are upset. If that is the case, 
you like to take your one-way ticket to the teaching garden 
to have a quick wail in the Whaley while you are in between 
classes. 


Next, of course, we have a classic, the Bathroom 
Stall. If the lavatory is where you go to lament, you are a 
traditionalist. You are a private person, and maybe you just 
need a quiet and secluded space to shed the tears. Also, if 
you use a bathroom stall, you are probably an ugly crier. 


Another classic and common place to cry here 
is the Commons. If crying in the Commons is your go-to, 
then you think you're the main character. It is okay to want 
attention, but for the students who are just trying to get 
to class, they don’t want to see your full performance! Or, 
perhaps you are in fourth-year and you just don’t care any- 
more what your peers think of you. Whatever the case, if 
crying in the Commons is your favourite, then you might 
want to check your priorities. 


Now for the studious type, a Library Study Room. 
If any or a specific Study Room is your typical bawling and 
blubbering place then you are definitely an organized per- 
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son and you have good self-control. Maybe your homework 
load is too much, or you got a bad grade, but if you can 
sob while you study, you are an excellent multitasker. Also, 
good for you for being able to be quiet enough to cry in the 
library! One good bonus of crying in the Study Rooms is 
that you can book your breakdowns in advance. If you are a 
Study Room cryer, you are elite. 


Finally, if you are crying for any reason in the 
Dining Hall, then you are definitely in first-year. You prob- 
ably miss your family’s home-cooked meals. You also are 
definitely eating the famous Redeemer chicken. But rest 
assured, it is nothing to cry over. Sure the texture is a little 
strange, and | can’t honestly say that by fourth year you 
learn to like it, but it is part of the Redeemer experience! 


In the next few weeks of end-of-the-semester 
stress, perhaps you will find a new place to wallow on cam- 
pus or stick to your usual pessimistic place. Wherever you 
go, | wish you well wherever your crying takes you on cam- 
pus! 


When you realize that 
the guy you like is 
your second cousin 


@redeememes 
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A Hands-on Approach to Helping 


How do we support organizations in a time like this ? 


ay, 


ALYSSA ZILNEY 
ACT FIVE RESIDENT LEADER 


I’m never sure how to begin articles like this. When 
asked to write a piece about how Redeemer students can 
remain connected to the city of Hamilton and their favou- 
rite social service organizations, I thought about presenting 
a poetic, gently inspiring argument for involvement dur- 
ing a pandemic. You know, pull in the scriptures that show 
Christ’s heart for the poor and give a theological exegesis 
that insists on love working itself out through our rela- 
tionships with those who are different from us. I thought 
it might be nice to present my ideals for students, as an 
alumni who lives and works in the city, as a way to sway the 
masses towards creative giving and relationship-building. 

The reality is, I’m not that articulate. Nor do I 
know what people need. Plus, sometimes we spend a lot of 
time thinking about the ideas behind why and how we ought 
to contribute, and it can replace the practicality of taking the 
steps to just try it; especially in university settings. 


So I set out to answer this question: 


How can Redeemer Students continue to support and con- 
tribute to the wellbeing of their favourite organizations in 
Hamilton during the pandemic? (Examples being The Liv- 
ing Rock, Indwell, 541, GOHOP, Helping Hands, Micah 
House, The Bridge, CityKidz, etc.) 


And then, 


What might it look like for a Redeemer student to support 
or continue to be involved with a familiar charity when the 
pandemic prevents face to face volunteering or interaction? 


Which then led me to a third question, 


What do these organizations in the city need? Or, better, 
what are the needs of our city in the present moment? 


Here’s what I discovered. 


Across our city, there exists all of the same needs that exist- 
ed prior to the pandemic, Food insecurity, lack of affordable 
housing and gentrification, opioid addiction, sex trafficking, 
and more. Many needs have become more significant, such 
as the housing crisis. If you've been downtown this term, 
you've probably seen the tent encampments that continue 
to arise in new locations as the police regularly dismantle 
the homes and shelters of countless Hamiltonians. 

Just because we are limited by factors beyond our control, 


doesn’t mean we are exempt from the responsibility, and 
opportunity, to give. Whether it be time, resources, words, 
or prayers, we are invited to a more creative and compre- 
hensive involvement than perhaps we've imagined before. 
After doing some thinking, research, and talking with some 
of the most informed people I know, I’ve composed some 
suggestions for you! 


What can you do? How can you give, during a pandemic... 
while in university, and meet real needs of people in our 
city? 


The first few (in no particular order) might be obvious. 
Firstly, contact an organization you're either already con- 
nected to or interested in, and ask what they’re in need of. 
Chances are, it will be met with welcome, gratitude, and op- 
portunity. Secondly, if you can, give money. Many of your 
favourite Hamilton organizations are continuing the same 
work, but with less support than before the pandemic - so 
go buy that coffee or scone at 541, and where possible, con- 
tribute to the general fund of a local charity as part of your 
regular tithing practice. 

The third somewhat obvious direction I'll point you is 
to prayer. If you're anything like me, you give an internal 
eye-roll whenever an organization or missionary asks you 
to partner with them in prayer. Seems dull and dry, like a 
cop-out for legitimate service, right? Wrong. I believe in the 
deepest parts of me and have experienced that prayer is how 
God breathes life into our service and interactions. In fact, 
the times I’ve eye-rolled the invitation to prayer are actually 
the times when prayer is exactly how I ought to be respond- 
ing. In this season we face an invitation to creatively pray 
for the Kingdom of God to come in Hamilton; for peace and 
justice to rule in City Hall, for the daily labours of the saints 
who together feed the hungry, clothe the poor, and heal the 
sick; for God himself to direct our steps as we ourselves 
thoughtfully engage in such work. Prayer, though dulled by 
its monotony in many Christian circles, is how we first re- 
spond and I long to encourage each of us in this. Perhaps 
there’s an opportunity for you to commit to a weekly prayer 
time with a few of your peers? There is a beautiful thing 
that happens when we push past the awkward and embrace 
praying together. 

Some other, more specific ways students can remain in- 
volved in the city during the pandemic include the follow- 
ing: 

Advocate for justice by writing letters to your city councillor 
or MP 

The Center for Public Justice has multiple letter-writing 
tools on their website for relevant issues that interest you 
(https://cpj.ca/take-action/), 

Ontario Nature has one too at (https://ontarionature.good., 
do/conservationauthorities/send/) as they do the work of 
advocating for ecological justice by urging the government 
to honour the power of Conservation Authorities 


Organize a day with your friends! Call small charities like 
Micah House, The Bridge or Helping Hands and ask if they 
could use 3-5 mask-wearing students to do some cleaning, 
sorting, etc for a few hours on a Saturday 

Volunteer to become penpals with people in prisons through 
Crossroads (https://cpministries.ca/become-a-mentor/) 
Keeping Six is the main group doing outreach right now to 
tent encampments across Hamilton, and rely heavily on vol- 
unteers. You can volunteer to decorate brown paper bags for 
outreach lunches, bake sweet treats, or go to an outreach by 
signing up at (https://keepingsix.org/volunteer) 

Indwell’s volunteer coordinator says that right now they are 
organizing “virtual caroling” with a church in Hamilton and 
it has been a huge blessing to their tenants. What might it 
look like for you to record a few songs with friends and in- 
clude a special message to the residents? 

Indwell also welcomes notes of encouragement to tenants, 
if music isn’t your thing. They have details for this on their 
website, (https://indwell.ca/covid-19/). 


Perhaps this season is an invitation to commit yourself to 
the very neighborhood you find yourself in. How can you be 
a good neighbour in the place you are, perhaps in a way that 
goes beyond simply baking cookies for the person who lives 
next door? Are there ways you can become more in touch 
with the needs of your own community, wherever you may 
live? hes 

Here are just a few practical ways you can makea significant 
contribution to your neighbourhood, street, or community: 
You can attend a neighborhood association meeting (Mead- 
owlands has one! Here is the link to the Facebook Group: 
https: //www.facebook.com/groups/meadowlands). 

Make regular neighbourhood walks part of your routine. 
Say hi to the people you meet, and begin to notice the peo- 
ple, buildings, and nature around you. 

Contact your city councillor about various needs that you 
know to exist in your geographical area (Ancaster is in Ward 
12. If you live here, your city councillor is Lloyd Ferguson. 
His email is lloyd.ferguson@hamilton.ca and his phone is 
905-546-2704) 


COVID-19 is surely limiting us, but it also provides us with 
new opportunities and invitations. It is an opportunity to 
creatively reimagine what it might look like to show care 
and love to our neighbours. School is busy and winter is cold 
and dark, but if there’s anything I can point to and say “I'm 
glad I did that” during my time at Redeemer, it’s this. 


Let me know how you do and what you get up to! 
Alyssa Zilney | Act Five Resident Leader 


Redeemer University Class of 2019 
azilney@redeemer.ca 


LIFESTYLE 


Digital Minimalism 
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Making the Case for Deleting Your Apps 


LUCY BRINKMAN 
SENIOR REPORTER 


I spend too much time on my phone. I know, what a revolu- 
tionary concept, a university student who is scared to look 
at their screen time report and would rather watch an in- 
stagram influencer from California review their skincare 
routine than finish this reading for International Relations 
sitting in front of me. How unique. I’m guessing a lot of peo- 
ple can relate to this, and maybe it’s not mommy bloggers 
or beauty gurus that keep you coming back to your phone, 
maybe you're the person who needs to keep up their streaks 
on snapchat, or you keep scrolling tik tok to learn new danc- 
es or you're following the latest political news on twitter or 
you're doing all of the above and more- the point is, a whole 
lot of us spend a whole lot of time looking at screens. 

For these reasons, I decided to take a break this November. 
Any app you could scroll on, I deleted and convinced most 
of my friends to do the same. I was influenced to do this by 
my sister, who had just read the book Digital Minimalism 
by Cal Newport. Now as a student who’s about to write ex- 
ams, and probably isn’t interested in any reading that isn’t 
in a syllabus at this point, I'll give you a basic summary on 
what the book had to say, what I found valuable, and how 
you can apply it to your life if you’re looking to lose a little 
digital clutter. 

Newport addresses the prevalent issue of too much screen 
time head on- suggesting that we can’t take simple steps to 
fight this and try to change our habits slowly bit by bit, but 


rather that we need to take drastic action in order to really 
change our behaviour. He recommends a 30 day digital de- 
tox, where you take a month to rest from all forms of social 
media and technology which are not absolutely necessary 
for your personal or professional life. You use this time peri- 
od to reevaluate what technology brings value into your life, 
and what is simply clutter that is taking up valuable time 
and mind space. It’s like Marie Condo, but with your phone. 
Newport suggests that there are three core practices which 
we have replaced in our lives with technology, and that this 
new attitude towards technology will help to bring back. 
These are solitude, conversation and leisure. When you al- 
ways have your phone or computer handy, it prevents you 
from experiencing these things at their fullest and reaping 
the benefits that these practices bring to our lives 

The first is solitude. I know that when I am alone, I often 
turn to my phone to provide noise. Whether it’s my walk to 
school, standing in line for Tims or just being alone in my 
room, I tend to turn on podcasts, play music in the back- 
ground, or scroll on social media. While there’s nothing in- 
trinsically wrong with these things, when we constantly fill 
the silence with this digital noise, we rob ourselves of the 
valuable things that can come out of solitude. Being alone 
with your thoughts can be scary, but it also provides an op- 
portunity to come up with new ideas, reflect on your day, 
and observe what’s going on around you. Newport is a huge 
advocate of walking alone. He writes that “humans are not 
wired to be constantly wired” and suggests walks as a per- 
fect time to take a break and refocus our brains. 

As well, he identifies conversation as something we've 
lost touch with. We can communicate with people online 
through liking their photo or reacting to their story, how- 
ever Newport expresses that this isn’t a real connection. He 
advocates that there is a human need for ‘high-bandwidth’ 


communication like a phone call or a face to face conversa- 
tion. This type of up close, personal social action will fulfill 
our social needs much more than any amount of likes on 
instagram could. 
Finally Newport reflects on leisure, the idea that our leisure 
activities should be some form of work. When our primary 
form of leisure is passive digital consumption, we miss out 
on the pleasure that can be generated from a hand-on hobby 
such as woodworking or cooking or fixing a car or making 
a craft or whatever it is that strikes your interest. These 
things, where you physically interact with materials in front 
of you and produce a labour of love, will be a far more ben- 
eficial form of leisure than what you will find on your phone. 
Maybe you're thinking that you’ve heard this all 
before. You know the risks of getting too attached to your 
phone, or the possible benefits of going without it, but 
you're just not interested- I get it. However, I’m telling you 
that giving up your apps for a month is worth a try. Dur- 
ing my month off I made my bed more times than I have 
all year, I read my bible from my actual bible rather than 
from my phone, and I called my mom a lot. And now that 
it’s over, I’m enjoying being on Instagram again, listening 
to podcasts I missed and keeping up with snapchat group 
chats. However, there are habits that I’ve carried over. I 
make an effort to not look at my phone in the morning. I 
didn’t redownload all the apps I deleted, just the ones that 
really interest me or bring value to my life. I’m trying to 
practice solitude through my day when I can. If my screen 
time gets high, I'll probably just delete the apps again. So, 
take a breath, enjoy that thrill that comes from clearing your 
homescreen of all those apps, then cook a new recipe, clean 
your room, do your readings, or just sit in silence. My best 
and final advice to you is if you think you can't do it, or you 
really really don’t want to, then you probably should. 


MOVIES 


DECEMBER 2020 // thecrown.ca 


A Definitive Ranking of Netflix Original Christmas Movies 


The good, the bad, and the fictional European royal families 


LUCY BRINKMAN 
SENIOR REPORTER 


I love a good Christmas movie. If there’s a small 

town, unexpected weather patterns, a kind stranger who 
bears a weird resemblance to any member of the Claus fam- 
ily, or an ending you can predict shortly after the opening 
credits, you can sign me up. Netflix has upped their Christ- 
mas movie game in the past few years, and your options 
when picking the perfect holiday flick are pretty varied. 
However, the season is short, and there’s nothing worse than 
wasting your cozy hot-chocolate-and-pjs dorm sleepover on 
a bad Christmas movie. This list is so that you don’t have to 
do what I did, and suffer through the duds that Netflix has 
produced, but rather head straight for the gems. 
Some ground rules before we begin: I tried to avoid spoilers, 
but this is a fair warning that reading this list will probably 
give away at least a few key plot points. But let’s be honest, if 
you wanted a movie where you didn’t know what was going 
to happen, you probably wouldn’t be watching any of these. 
Clearly we aren’t talking cinematic masterpieces here. These 
Christmas movies fall directly into the guilty pleasure cat- 
egory, the type you turn on when you want to turn your brain 
off and sink into a ninety minute happy holiday coma. I’m 
not comparing these to any one’s holy grail Christmas mov- 
ies (mine are Elf and The Holiday), as that would be a whole 
different list. If you read this and have a serious issue with 
my ranking, I'd love to sit down over a bowl of candy cane ice 
cream and an open netflix browser and have a deeper intel- 
lectual discussion about this. But now without further ado, 
let’s start where all great rankings start: at the bottom. 


12. The Knight Before Christmas 

Not a lot to say here except that I hated it. I’ll admit my bias, 
which is that I don’t like movies about time travel, but I es- 
pecially disliked this one. Has Netflix’s tendency to produce 
movies focused on royalty turned me against anyone outside 
the palace, namely knights? Maybe, or maybe it’s Sir Cole 
butchering the modern English language or the unrealistic- 
ness of the very capable kid ‘wandering off and getting-lost in 
the snow’. Either way, this one is not one I'll be reeommend- 
ing any time soon. 


11. Holidate 

This had a few things going for it: An A list cast, a great Aus- 
tralian accent, and a couple of unexpectedly genuine mo- 
ments from the main characters. It loses major points though 
for the lack of family friendliness; any Christmas movie that 
opens with an f-bomb is not going to make it very high on 
this list. If you can’t comfortably watch the movie with your 
parents, it’s not going to go very far. Overall the movie felt 
as though it was written by a cynic who wanted to produce 
a satirical piece criticizing romantic comedies but then half- 
way through the script changed their opinion and committed 
to happily fulfilling every stereotype you could think of. Not 
my favourite. 


10. Holiday in the Wild 

This movie’s best quote occurred early on after spotting 
buffaloes on the safari: “Some people say they’re the most 
dangerous animal out here, but they're not.” “What is?” “We 
are”*dramatic music*. This movie gives us some great ele- 
phant content and girl power moments and overall reads like 
an African version of Eat Pray Love. This is all well and good 
but it feels like it forgot to be a Christmas movie until about 
halfway into the film, and then only gave a half ditch effort at 
it. Is it a fun safari-filled journey that I would watch anytime 
from January to October? Sure. Is it a holiday film I want to 
watch while burning a Balsam Fir candle and baking sugar 
cookies? Unfortunately, no. 


9. The Holiday Calendar 

In my opinion, this movie has one of the best love interests- 
although you'll probably be guessing the whole time like I 
was which guy she’s actually supposed to end up with. I al- 
most didn’t know who to root for. The magic antique calen- 
dar is cute, the friends-to-more-than-friends trope is fun, the 
whole thing is great, if a bit blah. I had to rewatch the trailer 
to write this review because the movie, while not awful, is a 
bit forgettable. 


8. Operation Christmas Drop 

I learned after watching this that the plot is based on a true 
story, where US marines really do drop humanitarian sup- 
plies from their planes onto islands in the Pacific. Creative 
liberties seem to have been taken however because there 
were some questionable development principles displayed 
when the main character starts handing out random items 
from her purse to the island kids. Also, the tropical christmas 
movies never quite hit the same as the winter wonderland 
ones for me. A good effort overall, but not quite there. 


7. The Princess Switch: Switched Again 

I’m worried for Vanessa Hudgens’ back- it must be aching 
from carrying the weight of this series. She plays three char- 
acters in this film! While it is fun to watch Hudgens take on 
yet another persona in this sequel, the plot feels a bit lame. 
The switch concept was novel in the first film, but feels tired 
in the second. It’s worth a watch if only to catch up with the 
characters from the first movie, but it’s not the best version 
of our favourite fictional royal family holiday adventures, 


6. A Christmas Prince: A Royal Baby 

I have nothing to add that isn't repeated in my review of 
the first two movies, except that I would love to view a map 
and understand where Aldovia, Belgravia, Montenaro and 
Penglia are located. Also, watching this movie made me re- 
alize that I will watch twenty more of these, The Christmas 
Prince: The Pandemic? Sign me up. The Christmas Prince: 
Middle Life Crisis? I'll be here for it. 


5. The Princess Switch 
Move over Lindsay Lohan, Vanessa Hudgens is the newest 


actress to play not one but both leading roles in a film. Hud- 
gens stars as a baker from New York switching places with 
her other character, the Duchess of Montenaro. Set in the 
utopia of Belgravia, highlights include watching Hudgens try 
out a variety of vaguely European accents and two couples 
falling in love where the only bonding point seems to be a 
love of spontaneity for one couple, and a love of following 
schedules for the other. It’s simple, cute and Christmassy 
and deserves at least one viewing. 


4. A Christmas Prince: A Royal Wedding 

While delivering on everything you expect from this series 
(miscommunication between the happy couple and an im- 
pending royal event that could go drastically wrong) this 
movie surprisingly focuses on economic issues facing Aldo- 
via, rather than dwelling on the actual royal wedding. This 
is an unexpected twist, and adds a bit of depth in a movie 
where you expect anything but. I’m starting a petition to put 
this film on the syllabus for Macroeconomics next semester 
to help explain the role the government plays in stimulating 
economic growth. Like most sequels, it doesn’t live up to the 
first one’s legacy, but it still earns a pretty high spot on this 
list. 


3. Christmas Inheritance 

A rich heiress is sent to a small town to learn humility, is 
stranded by a snow storm, falls in love with said town and 
the inn owner all while hiding her true identity? Enough 
said, sign me up. If there ever was a classic cheesy Christmas 
movie, this is it. 


2. Let it Snow 

Netflix hit the mark with this one. It gives Valentines Day 
vibes with the way we follow a bunch of different characters 
through their stories, intertwining with each other along the 
way. It hits the mark of being feel-good and cheesy, while still 
making fun of itself along the way. If it’s not already on your 
to-watch list I would add it. 


1, A Christmas Prince 

This movie was ahead of its time. Netflix’s firstborn in their 
family of films featuring royalty from made up European 
countries facing problems that somehow always involve a 
coronation, a disgruntled distant relative, and a commoner 
gaining access to the royal family. This movie brings all of 
that plus the additional bonuses of a strong independent 
protagonist, surprise twists, and a happy ending, Is it a good 
film by any objective, cinematic standard? Of course not. 
(are any of these?) But is it the perfect movie to watch while 
curled up by the tree drinking hot chocolate? Absolutely. If 
you watch one Netflix Christmas movie this year, I encourage 
you to make it this one, 


PEOPLE 
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Helana’s Humorous Hilarities 
(back by UN-popular demand) 


What did one reindeer student say to the other reindeer? 
You're sleigh-in it! 


Did you hear about the person that stole that advent calendar? 
He got 25 days! 


What do you call a snowman with a six pack? 
An abdominal snowman 


What did the Jam say to the Peanut Butter on Christmas? 


‘Tis the season to be jelly 
What does the gingerbread man use to make his bed? 
Cookie Sheets 
What is the first thing that elves learn in school? 
the Elfabet 
What is a vegan’s favourite christmas carol? 
Soy to the World! 

There are a lot of people at Redeemer who work tirelessly behind the scenes to provide an excellent education 
experience to students, and this month we want to focus on one specific department that does great work: the IT depart- 
ment. Especially this year, IT plays a huge role in keeping our school running smoothly. While the nature of their job 

LUCY BRINKMAN seems to be that the better things are going, the less we see of them, we still want to take time to give recognition to these 
SENIOR REPORTER people doing excellent work! I talked with two people from IT and asked some questions to better understand what they 
do and who they are. 
Name: Gerry Gysbers 


What is the name of your position? 

Support Manager, Information Technology 

I run the Help Desk with the help of some tech-savvy student workers, as well as support and maintain various IT 
services. I also help with implementing various projects. 

How long have you worked at Redeemer? 

I am a relative newcomer here at Redeemer University! Less than a year-and-a-half: I started here on 1 August, 2019. 
What made you want to go into this field? 

As a kid, I was always reading up on the latest in science and technology; I was never afraid to take things apart to see 
how they worked. I was also interested in electronics. I’m also a bit of an information (and trivia) junkie. This natu- 
rally led to computers, networking, and information technology. Note: The internet didn’t exist as we know it, when 
I first started working on computers! 

I've been in the IT field for over 30 years now: I’m a graduate of IT programs at both Mohawk College (Diploma) and 
McMaster University (Degree) - and a retiree of McMaster University (University Technology Services department). 
What’s the best part about your job? 

Meeting with faculty, staff and students from all different areas, backgrounds and fields of expertise - while making 
them happier by helping to solve their “tech” issues. I’m very curious: love to learn about virtually everything. Note: 
Sometimes it’s not always possible to provide an immediate solution due to defective equipment or systemic issues, 
but we do the best we can — we're here to serve! 

What is something most people don’t know about the IT department at Redeemer? 

We are probably busier than we ever have been, because of Covid-19. We are proving more remote support, we are 
making more services available online, and we are helping to provide extra support for the AV area with all of the new 
video-streaming and video-conferencing technology that’s now being used in the classroom! 

Many of us love to play musical instruments and/or sing in our spare time. 

We're not as scary as some people think we are. Got a tech issue? Just send a ticket to helpdesk@redeemer.ca and we'll 
do our best to solve your problem! 


Name: Andrew Bergsma 


What is the name of your position? 
Audio Visual Manager and Auditorium Technical Director 


How long have you worked at Redeemer? 
I've been at Redeemer for 14 and a half years. 


What made you want to go into this field? 


I've always had an interest in technology and got involved in the audio-visual aspect of things in high school and 
then volunteered at my church doing sound. 


What’s the best part about your job? 
I enjoy making things work and solving problems. Also being able to implement new technology to make things 
better is good. Working with student employees is usually another wonderful part of this job. 


What is something most people don’t know about the IT department at Redeemer? 
We have 18 students working for us. Ten for AV and eight for the helpdesk. 


CHRISTMAS 
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Another Christmas Away from Home 
The holidays spent as an international student 


BLESSING OLULOTO 
GUEST WRITER 


Is it Christmas? The gyrating music blarifig in 

the streets, and the sweet smell of Jollof rice and roasted 
goat from Grandmas’ kitchen answer the question for 
me; yes, it is Christmas. 
“Bule! Get up, you have to get ready before we are late 
for Church! Oya!” My mum calls for me. My dad and his 
brothers are under the mango tree, laughing and eating 
a feast of oranges, guavas, and mangos for breakfast. My 
cousins are dancing, my aunties are bustling like bumble 
bees in the kitchen, cooking up a feast big enough for the 
whole town. It is a miracle, we all manage to transport 
the whole family to Church...30 mins late. But that is 
okay, it happens every year. 


At church, the party has just started. Everyone 
is robed in their finest fabrics, little girls with elaborate 
braids and beaded hairdos, men in their finest fit paired 
with waxed Sunday shoes brighter than my future. The 
elders hold the babes on their knees, the choir is excep- 
tionally glorious today. We sing, we dance, we cheer and 
rejoice, we laugh, we pray. It is Christmas. The service 
ends and the second party begins... 


Singing, dancing, family, neighbours, food 
and drink for all. We watch television, we visit every 
neighbour in the neighbourhood and some more. How 
can you know that your grandma’s rice is the best if you 
don’t taste everyone else's? The lonely straggler need not 
worry about hunger, because all he needs to do is visit a 


neighbour. Everyone has a home to rely on, a place to 
eat, a soul to dance with. We sing carols and laugh till the 
sun sets. It is Christmas. 


Is it Christmas? Exams just ended; I am so 
glad for the break. And I am in my basement apartment. 
I look out my front door and the stairs are covered in 
pristine snow. I exhale, condensation forms on my 
window and I trace a heart with my finger. “Ping! 50% 
OFF CHRISTMAS DAY SALE ON ALL PRODUCTS” My 
phone answers the question for me; yes, it is Christmas. 


“Brrriinngggge” 
“Brrriii.... Hello?” 


“Merry Christmaaass!! How are you?!” I speak 
into my phone. My phone, my connection to home, to 
those I love. From the tiny box, I see my family, robed 
from head to toe in the finest fabrics Nigeria has to of- 
fer. The pained smile on my mum’s face reassures my 
conviction that I am missed. They tilt the camera to 
show me my niece busting a move in the living room. 
They pass the phone around to everyone and I make my 
rounds to say hello. 


“How are you?” they say, “Wow, you are abroad 
this year, Canadian Christmas must be nice ba? When 
will you come back? We miss you! Grandma is asking 
after you!” 

“Bye bye, love you.” 


The phone call ends, and all is quiet, save for 
the faithful hum of my refrigerator. I'm cold, I shed a 
tear, I cry. The realization that I am oceans away from 
my family hits again. Is it Christmas? 


Betelehemu 

Awa yio ri Baba gbojule 
Awa yio ri Baba fehinti 
Nibo labi Jesu 

Nibo labe bi i 
Betelehemu, ilu ara 


Bethlehem 

We shall see that we have a Father to trust 
We shall see that we have a Father to rely on 
Where was Jesus born? 

Where was he born? 

Bethlehem, the city of wonder 


Christmas 2020 will be different. We might be 
locked away from our families. We might be miles away 
and only have a small window on our phones to see the 
ones we love. But it is all an opportunity for us to remem- 
ber who this season is for. It is a window for us to see 
that we have a Father to rely on. This year, we shall see 
who we must celebrate; the King who made it possible 
for us to live, the One who gave us a reason to dance, the 
One who showed us what love means. When the loneli- 
ness creeps in and disappointment rears its grey head, 
remember the lyrics to this Yoruba carol: we have a Fa- 
ther to trust, we have a Father to rely on. This is hope, 
the challenges will not last forever. The isolation will not 
be permanent. The Incarnation of the perfect God make 
this hope possible. I pray that the challenges or joys you 
might face this season will soften your heart and inspire 
wonder for, gratitude to, and hope in the One who died 
so that we could live. 
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Humans of Redeemer 


CORRINA SERVOS 
SENIOR REPORTER 


In 2010, a man by the name of Brandon Stanton began a photographic project in New York City that would grow to become a #1 New York Times bestseller and photo 
blog boasting over 15 million followers worldwide. Initially, Stanton set out to create what he calls “an exhaustive catalogue of New York City’s inhabitants,” comprised 
of 10,000 photos plotted across a city map. 


The concept took on a different form, however, as he began collecting pieces of conversation had with those he photographed. Photo captions would soon become as vital 
as the shots themselves, and, together, make for a captivating stream of stories, he entitled, ‘Humans of New York.’ 


Highlighting 6-8 Redeemer Students and Faculty each article, the Crown seeks to mimic Stanton’s idea on campus by asking a thoughtful or fun question, followed by 
taking a candid photo of the student, staff or faculty member included in each issue. We know that stories are powerful, so the goal here is to further uncover our own. 


Scripture tells us to rejoice with those who rejoice, mourn with those who mourn, share the word of our testimony, and give glory to God in every season. This column is 
simply another means to do so and remind ourselves that our King, Jesus, is the ultimate author and finisher of our faith. 


Name: Matthew Lewis 

Major/minor: Honours Major in Urban 
and Intercultural Ministry, Minor in 
music 

Favourite book read this semester: The 
better question is have I read any books 
this semester (besides partial books for 
school). The answer, sadly, is no. 
Favourite memory from first semester: 
(Favourite memory from very first se- 
mester) Being invited to a dorm dinner 


Name: Ruilin Amos Liang 

Year: 2 

Major/minor: Business accounting 
major 

Favourite book read this semester: 
Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis 
Favourite memory from first semester: 
Celebrating Mid-Autumn Festival (A 
Chinese festival) with my friends on 
campus. 

Latest you've waited to finish an assign- 
ment: I haven't had a pretty late time so 
far. 12:21 AM is the latest. 

If you could have a superpower, what 
would it be? Swimming across the 
Pacific Ocean! 


Name: Victor An 
Year: 4 
Major/minor: Major in Clinical Honours 
Psychology, Double minor in Social and 
Missions 

Favourite book read this semester: 2 
Timothy 

Favourite memory from first semester: 
one of my psychology professors saying 
to the class that maybe the reason why 
your past relationships haven’t worked 
out is because you were the problem 
Latest you've waited to finish an assign- 
ment: 2 hours before it was due 

If you could have a superpower, what 
would it be? Disobeying my parents and 
buying a cat or a dog 


Name: Danielle DeJong 

Year: 1 

Major/minor: Honours Social Sci- 
ences: Social Work stream, Psychology 
minor 

Favourite book read this semester: 

So hard to choose a favourite when | 
haven't actually read one... 

Favourite memory from first semester: 
Watching sunsets with my dormies 
Latest you've waited to finish an as- 
signment: 30 minutes before it's due 
If you could have a superpower, what 
would it be? Teleportation 
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Name: Courtney Wren 
Year: 2 

Major/minor: Honours Kinesiology, 
Biology minor 

Favourite book read this semester: Be- 
renstain Bears: The Big Honey Pot 
Favourite memory from first semester: 
Back yard picnics on our patio 

Latest you've waited to finish an assign- 
ment: 30 minutes before it was due 

If you could have a superpower, what 
would it be? To fly, so I could travel 
places around the world 


Name: Goran 

Year: 2 at Redeemer (transfer student) 
Major/minor: Business Accounting 
major 

Favourite book read this semester: 
Don't have one... 

Favourite memory from first semester: 
Coming back and seeing the guys on 
the basketball team 

Latest you've waited to finish an as- 
signment: Varies depending on the size 
of an assignment, but I have finished 
assignments an hour before due 

If you could have a superpower, what 
would it be? If I had a superpower it 
would be teleportation! 
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Name: Ryan VanHemert 

Year: 1 

Major/minor: Media and Culture Ma- 
jor, English minor 

Favourite book read this semester: 
Hmmm... not sure 

Favourite memory from first semester: 
walking to Sherman falls 

Latest you've waited to finish an assign- 
ment: 10 minutes before 

If you could have a superpower, what 
would it be? Teleportation 


Name: Favour Oluloto 

Year: 2 

Major/minor: Honours Major in Busi- 
ness Marketing, Minor in Psychology 
Favourite book read this semester: 
Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achibe 
Favourite memory from first semes- 
ter: getting to play scrimmage soccer 
for two practices before further covid 
restrictions 


